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THE | 
DECLAKATION 
RET RAC TAT ION 


FRANCIS-TERESA PANISSET. 


Rx TIRED, this ſome time back, from a 
land, where falſchood was every day renew- 
ing around me its impoſtures; where hopes 
and fears, paſſion and remorſe, crowding by 
turns on my agitated ſoul, prevented her from 
ever looking back on herſelf: I have at laſt, 
in the calmneſs of ſolitude and the filence of 
paſſion, taken a view of the unhappy race I 
have lately run. Each reflection I made 
brought a new bluſh in my face: and, rend- 
ing the thick veil that concealed me from 
myſelf, diſcovered to my eyes the wounds of 
my ſoul, and the chaos in which my con- 
| B 55... Janice 
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ſcience was immerſed. , Struck with horror at 
the fight, I was tempted to turn away from the 
importuning light: I almoſt regretted the 
time of my paſt illuſions. But bleſſed for ever 
be the God of all mercy! his goodneſs has ſup- 
ported my weakneſs : his grace has triumphed 
over my reſiſtance; and, pouring its light into 
the inmoſt receſſes of my ſoul, has made me 
ſenſible how far my pride had miſled me, and 
with what exceſſive blindneſs I had facrificed 
to its gratification my duties here, and my 
eternal welfare hercafter. 

How deep! O how frightfully deep! the pit 

I have dug under my own footſteps! Oh! how 

| ſhall I repair ſuch a multiplicity of ſcandals, 
ſuch numberleſs ſacrileges and profanations! 
Great God! 1 will confeſs my tranſgreſſions : 
Iwill declare them with that ſincerity, which 
alone will make ſome amends for the miſchiefs 
1 have either cauſed or occaſioned; and your 


mercy, accepting of that acrifice, will blot out 
mine iniquity. 


I was theſe ten years paſt Pariſh-Pricf! of 
St. Peter's of Albigni, in the dioceſs of 
Chamberi. There (hall I preſume to ſay it) 
I lived in that repute for virtue, which is gene- 
rally allowed to perſons of auſtere manners. 
But you, my God, who ſound the heart and 
the loins, you ſaw that my works were but 
empty ſhow : that a ſecret pride was the main 

| ſpring of them: and, that, full of the ideas I 


had 


4-3: 
had conceived of my own worth, it was a mat- 
ter of ſurpriſe to me to ſee it unnoticed. 

With ſuch diſpoſitions, the head is apt to 
become cenſorious, and the heart refractory : 
one liſtens with pleaſure to complaints againſt 
authority, and ſoon after inclines to lend them 
ſupport. Thus it was that, forming a connec- 
tion with Janſeniſts, I at firſt commended what 
1 called their virtue; and afterwards took the 
liberty to arraign the authority that condemned 
them, which ſoon appeared to me to ſtand itſelf 
in need of reform: in ſhort, if I myſelf re- 
mained ſubmiſſive, it was only becauſe I 
thought it prudent to do ſo. 


O Pride! to what lengths, in your fital pro- 
greſs, did you not millead me! The woful 
day, that introduced into Savoy the reign of 
profaneneſs and licentiouſneſs; that day, that 
ought to have pierced my honey with grief, and 
awakened all my zeal, was on the contrary the 
day that gave birth to my criminal hopes and 
miſconducts. French Liberty, the baneful ſource 
of all vice, I beheld under the moſt engaging 

aſpect: and Equality, the offspring of pride 
grown delirious, I conſidered as the dawn of 
the brighteſt ſunſhine. 


In what profound darkneſs was my mind 
involved! France overthrown to her loweſt 
foundation, ſhattered by a train of ſucceſſive 
convulſions : the church attacked in her doc- 


trines and diſcipline: che faithful Clergy nar- 
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rowly eſcaping with their lives from the ruf- 
fan hands of the aſſaſſins, who lined the fron- 
tiers ; no, nothing of all that, could open my 


eyes. Smitten with the charms of the new 


Conſtitution, I laboured to diffuſe my own en- 


thuſiaſm among my pariſhoners : I announced 


to them the bleſſings of the reign of Fraternity : 
in ſhort, I accepted the title of deputy to the 


Allobrogian Aſſembly, ſo ſtiled ; and, though a 
witneſs to the ſcandalous ſcenes exhibitcd there, 
I ftill preſerved, nay, and felt increafing 
within me, the hopes L had conceived of the + 
new government. 


Such were my de when the com- 
miſſioners of the National Convention pub- 
liſhed in Savoy that proclamation, ſo much 
longed for by the Unbelievers, and ſo much 


dreaded by the Faithful; which, though in- 


tended by its authors for the ſubverſion, or at 
leaſt the humiliation of the ſacred Miniſtry, 


turned out on the contrary the means of pro- 


_ curing it the nobleſt triumph. The ſuppreſ- _ 
ſion of the biſhopricks of Savoy; their reunion 
under the title of the Biſhoprick of Mont- 
Blanc, the obligation of obeying the decrees of 


the National Convention ; an order to all Eccle- 


 haſticks employed in the functions of the Miniſtr , ; 


to take, without reſtriction or explanation, the 


oath of Liberty and Equality; ſuch were the heads 


of that diſaſtrous oath. 


The 


F „ 

7 The errors it introduced into Savoy had 
= deen already condemned by the Pope's brief 
of the 1oth of March 1791, againſt the Civil 
Conſiitution of the Clergy : and by his brief of 
the 13th of April following, he impoſed on all 
| thoſe who had ſworn to maintain it, the obliga- 
tion of retracting their oath. The biſhops of 
the Gallican church had expreſſed their ad- 
heſion to this judgment; and, with a great 
majority of their clergy, had exhibited in their 
conduct a ſteadineſs, which ncither ſpoliation, 
nor baniſhment, nor death were able to ſhake. 
My own biſhop, my ſuperiors, the fimple 
faithful themſelves, all joined in urging me to 
do my duty. But, overlooking every conſi- 
deration, and aſſociating with the factious miſ- 
creants, who were overturning both church and 

ſtate, I took the oath as preſeribed. 


hy this fatal ſtep 1 adopted a multitude of 
errors. The church, that divine eftabliſh- 
ment, that has for its founder J. C. for its 
means, the application of his infinite merits, 
for its end, the eternal ſalvation of man, I de- 
| livered up, as far as in me lay, to the hands of 
human power, and to the phrenſy of political 
ſpeculations. I ſaw without ſhuddering, the 
Civil power deciding that biſhops, eſtabliſhed 
by the Holy Ghoſt to govern the church, had 
| loſt their authority: I ſaw it, reſtraining or ex- 
tending the juriſdiction of biſhops, as 1t might | 
that of the governor of a province; and theſe 
unheard | 
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(6 ) 
unheard of attempts, that annihilated all church 
authority, that deſtroyed to the very idea of a 
Spiritual power, and ſacred Miniſtry, found me 
without feeling. I hugged myſelf in my de- 
termination 10 pay implicit obedience to the 
power that ruled in Savoy: poſſeſſed by the 
- ſpirit of illuſion, I valued myſelf the more on 
that account; and proud of my own blindneſs, 
I prepared 11 for ſtill more deplorable falls. 
The Electoral Aſſembly ſoon afforded me a 
ſignal occaſion, by appointing me to the pre- 
tended biſhoprick of Mont-Blanc. The irre- 
gularity of the election, the novelty of the 
title, the uſurpation of the ſees of four biſhops, 
all living, ought to have made me recoil with 
horror. But, O faſcination not to be con- 
_ ceived! I accepted without the ſmalleſt heſita- 
tion; and, under the eyes of my own biſhop, 
that venerable prelate, who commenced at that 
time his long martyrdom, whereby he gave his 
clergy the moſt inſtructive, and moſt affecting 
leſſon, I had the aſſurance to go to the cathedral 
church to return thanks to the Electoral Al- 
ſembly. 


Yet the F dis attended that elec- 
tion ought alone to have opened my eyes. The 
electors had received from all the Communes 
in the dutchy, the moſt expreſs directions, 
not to conſent to any innovation in religious 
matters: and, faithful to their inſtructions, 
they almoſt all withdrew, when my election 

was 


* 
was brought on. It was not by any means the 
work of the people, though I have often had 
the impudence to boaſt that it was: it ex- 
hibited nothing but the votes of a few unprin- 
cipled perſons : and theſe votes, ſo degrading 
to my character, I called nevertheleſs an elec- 
tion agreeable to the di iſcipline of the primitive 
church: but oh! what a difference between 
| thoſe ancient aſſemblies of biſhops, conſulting 
together with the inhabitants of a town con- 
cerning an election, and this aſſembly, where 
the deputies of the different Communes decided 
every thing by a majority of votes! But, my 
chief object being to deceive myſelf, I was not 
likely to be ſcrupulous in my choice of the 
means. 5 8 . 
After ſuch prevarications there was nothing 
able to ſtop my career. I wrote to his Holineſs, 
to acquaint him of my election. This vain 
formality, ſo inſulting to the Head of the 
church, I readily complied with; and, with- 
out waiting, or even wiſhing for an anſwer, I 
received at Lyons, from the hands of three Con- 
ſtitutional Biſhops, a facrilegious conſecration. 
I took the title of biſhop of Mont-Blanc, pro- 
claming, by its novelty, my ſeparation from all 
the biſhops of the catholick church, my diſobe- 
dience to the ſovereign pontiff, and the con- 
ſummation of my ſchiſm. With omens, ſuch 
as theſe, I ſet out for Annecy, the reſidence of 
the biſhops of Geneva. This was the theatre, 

. where 
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where I was to exerciſe the functions of my 
fruitleſs miniſtry. The town was filled with 
conſternation: the inhabitants fled at my ap- 
proach; and, by the dead ſilence they kept, 
reproached me with my crime. Eſcorted by 
the Diſtrict and Municipality, I proceeded to 
the cathedral, there to compleat the work of my 
intruſion, which I crowned with the cath of 
Liberty and Equality. Oh! what an oath! what 
an inſtallation! Every thing announced the 
origin, the novelty of my miniſtry : the very 
walls of that venerable pile ſeemed to upbraid 
my audaciouſneſs: and yet I walked out, as 
blind and as obſtinate as ever. 


A kind of fear had attended my firſt Hops in 
this unfortunate career, and ſuggeſted ſome 
verbal explanations when I took the firſt oath. 
But emboldened, as I advanced, I ſoon diſ- 
dained theſe precautions. Raſh and headlong 
in the outſet, then perjured, then a ſchiſmatick, 
and laſtly an intruder, I trampled on all that 
was moſt facred and venerable, rolling every 
day from precipice to precipice. But thanks, 
etcrnal thanks to you, O my God! You have 
opened at laſt my eyes to the light, and my heart 
to repentance. Vouchſafe to finiſh your own. 
work: and may the humble confeſſion of my 
crimes haſten down upon me the laſt favours 
of your mercy. 


My obſtinacy in ſchiſm was hurrying me 
into hereſy. I had to deſtroy the deep impreſ- 


ſions 
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1 
ſions, which the unſhaken ſteadineſs of the whole 
body almoſt of the clergy had made on the pub- 
lick : I had to inſpire the people with confidence, 
and to give them a reliſh for what I called the 
truth. Oh! that I had rather attended to the 
moving leſſon, which that very people, by their 
conſtancy, gave to myſelf. Then indeed my re- 
pentance would have edified the faithful, and 
comforted the church: nor would I have to add 
to the remorſe of my oun perſonal offenecs, the 
fill more excruciating grief, for the crimes I have 
cauſed others to commit. But far, far was I from 
yielding to reflexions of this nature. My mind 
| was open only to ſuch wretched pretexts as 
might ſerve to gloſs over my own miſcou- 
ducts; and when, contrary to my will, any 
doubts or ſcruples would ſtart up within me, I 
would baniſh them, with the deluſive hopes of ſoon 
ſeeing the ſovereign Pontiff, from prudential _ 
motives, ſanctioning the changes that had taken 
place in a great neighbouring empire; and was 
only the more ſanguine in my reſolution to ſup- 
port with vigour, my new title, and all the inno- 
vations of the Conſtitutional Church. 

My pretended Paſtoral Letter was intended to 
anſwer that criminal purpoſe; and was no more 

than a vindication of my ſchiſm, and an apology 
for all the civil andreligious innovations, that had 
been introduced into my native country. 


You will receive, ſaid I to the people, this new 
_ paſtor, who comes in the name of the Lord, to en- 
lighten your minds: and yet, ſent, as I was, by 

the 


re 
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the ſecular power, T was, according to the 
words of the Council of Trent, no better than 
a Thief, and a Robber: and, ſeparated from the 
church, which is the pillar of truth, I was ſunk. 
in the moſt profound darkneſs, and came only to 


preach up error, and to juſtify the moſt enor- 
mous Crimes, | 


Tou will receive zin, who comes to ſand 2 you: 
and yet my ſterile miniſtry, dricd vp in its pol- 
luted ſource, and deſtitute of that Apoſtolic ſuc- 
ceſſion, which alone could give it life, exhibited 
no more than a mere phantom of Epiſcopacy, a 7 
ſcandal to the weak, and a terror to all religious 
ſouls. 


Ton will receive him, added I, as the guardian 

of the true faith, of the ſacred tenets, which the 
church propoſes, and in hi ncere union with fer Head : 
and yet my doctrine, in oppoſition to that faith, 

and to the conſtant practice of the church, de- 

ſtroyed the infallibility of her deciſions, the au- 
thority of her government, and the ſubmiſſion 
that every faithful owes to the ſpiritual power of 
the ſovereign pontiff. 


With what deplorable temerity did Ft not pre- 
ſume to aſſert, that my election, conſecration, and ; 
elevation to the epiſcopal throne, too long vacant, | 
vere canonical, and agreeable is the diſcipline of the 
primitive ages of the church / Happy indeed it is 
both for the people and myſelf, that ſuch errors 
met, in my pretended diocels, with ſo few to 
believe them. Yes, the very ſimpleſt of the faith- 
{ul 
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Eg 1 
ful were ſenfible, that che manner in which the 
church governs, is a publick matter of fact, 


which nobody, without betraying his conſcience, 
can diſſemble to himſelf. From this practice of 


the church they ſaw plainly, that all epiſcopal 


Conſecrations are made in conſequence of Bulls 
iſſued by the ſovereign Pontiff: that it is to him 


the church has left the right of giving Juriſ- 


diction to biſhops : that ſhe has thereby abrogated 


the ancient practice of giving them Miſhen by the 
confirmation of the metropolitan : that biſhops, 


canonically ſent and conſecrated can loſe their au- 


thority only by a ſentence of the church, or by 


their own reſignation, accepted by the ſovercign 

pontiff; and ſecing that the church, far from au- 
thorizing my conduct, on the contrary proteſted 
againſt it, and againſt all the innovations that had 
been introduced, they concluded, as they had a 


right to do, that I and all my adherents were in 


open rebellion againſt her authority. 


Theſe truths, though ſo many notorious and 
palpable facts, I would not agree to. I boaſted 
of my obedience to the authority of the church, 
whilſt I ſubſcribed to the changes in her diſci- 


pline introduced by laymen; as if altering her 


diſcipline, were not altcring her government; as 
if one could be obedient to the authority of the 
2 church, and, at the ſame time dictate to her, 


againſt her will, a new manner of exereiſing it. 
Thus it was that, following the ſteps of former 


innovators, while I affected a deal of ſubmiſſion 


to 


Ze 


* 
_ tothe church, Tin reality deſtroyed her authority 


and government. 


After laviſhing my encomiums on deerecs, 
| whereby the church was overturned, I ſaw, and 
„ did not ſhudder at the fight, I ſaw, in the room 
| of a divine miniſtry, endued wich the power of 
| ſaving ſouls, another miniſtry ſubſtituted, barren 
in the order of grace, and that could be pro- 
ductive only of ſchiſmatical and facrilegious func- 
tions: | muſt needs allo, in gratitude, make the 
apology of a government, to which I was indebt- 
ed for my unfortunate elevation, and beſtow the 
ehpithet of religious, on French Liberty and Equality ; 
the firſt of which, meant by the very legiſlators 
to ſignify unbridled licentiouſneſs, and e 
tion from all laws not enacted by themſelves, I 
called the freedom of the ſpirit of God: and the 
ſecond, which was only the phrenſy of human 
pride, and the wild hope of annihilating every 
diſtinction, which themſelves had not ſanctioned, 
I painted out in the colours of that amiable Cha- 
rity, that ought to unite the hearts of all men: 
nay, and to both theſe expreſſions, now become 
3 the watch-words of impiety and faction, I fain 
would have given another leſs ſhocking accepta- 
9 tion; that is to ſay, that, under the maſk of piety, 
I ſought to impoſe upon myſelf, and to canonize 
the delirium of the French Convention. 


What an excels of blindneſs! Though an eye- 
witneſs to the licentiouſneſs, and to all the other 
miſchiefs produced by the new ſyſtem, I had the 
aſſurance to prefer it to the government, ever juſt 
„ 


ano moo „„„ͤc „„ . a. — . 
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and religious, of our own qwi/e ſovereigns. In the 


midſt of the deplorable ruins that ſurrounded me, 


T had the effrontery to call the laws of the Repub- 
lick ju/t and beneficent ; and, what covers me this 
day with the utmoſt confuſion, I concluded with 
admiring he Piety of an aſſembly, that held nothing 
 lacred, that tolerated every religion, except the 


true one; that perſecuted the church with un- 


relenting fury, and, by its audaciouſneſs, aſtoniſhed 


the indignant world. 


Ah! there is then nothing ſo clear, but paſſion 
can offuſcate; nothing ſo atrocious, but it can 
undertake to juſtify. So profoundly dark was 
this blindneſs of mine, that I wiſhed to ſee my 
errors adopted by the publick, and neglected no- 
thing I thought capable of ſeducing the faithful 


from their fidelity to their 0 and to the one 


only true church. 


May I be allowed, O my God, to unite this 
day my thanks to thoſe, which the publick owe to 


the true miniſters of religion. It is their fervent 


zeal for thy glory that ſuggeſted to them thoſe 


excellent publications, that informed the 1gno- 


rant, that ſupported the weak, and held out to 


the perverſe, a light they would not endure. Oh 


that I had yielded to the impreſſion thoſe lumi— 
nous writings made upon myſelf! Oh! how could 
I refiſt ſuch preſſing invitations of divine grace ! 
Ah! I was enſlaved by my paſſion, and would 


attend to nothing elſe. My pride dreaded to ſee 


itſelf confounded: and, inſtead of liſtening with 


docility to the truth, which would have reſtored 
Peace 


* 
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peace to my mind, I was only preparing myſelf 
for new exertions, that would have for ever re- 
moved me from the light. 


I compoſed the Important Catechiſm—*< 2 lan- 
ly Political”, I ſhould have rather called it Politi- 
cally Chriſtian, fince the object of that work was to 
bend the Religion of J. C. to the French conſti- 
tution, and to inſpire a vehement love for the 
revolution. In this writing I undertook to prove 
that the Civil conſtitution of the clergy bore no 

prejudice to religion: that, on the contrary, it 
reſtored the church to her primitive beauty. 
Now, there is not one article in that conſtitution, 
that ought not to have ſhocked me; and yet there 
is not one, but J affected to find agreeable to the 
Catholic faith. The new laws of France pro- 
1eribed ſolemn vows: condemned the practice of 
the goſpel counſels: and ] proclaimed theſe auda- 
cious deerces as God's own work, as the happy re- 
vival of ccclefiaſtical diſcipline. 

By the Civil conſtitution of the clergy, it was 
enjoined the new biſhops, not to determine any 
matter, Without firſt ſubmitting it to be debated 
in the council appointed for each of them. This 
deeree was an invaſion of the epiſcopal authority, 
and deſtructive of the government J. C. had eſta- 

bliſhed in his church. But the practice recom- 
mended by the holy canons, and adopted by the 
moſt vencrable among the biſhops, afforded me a 
_ pretext, of which I availed myſelf, to juſtify this 
innovation. I affected to confound it with the 
ancient uſage, which was introduced only for the 
purpoſe 


„ 
purpoſe of enlightening authority, and rendering 
it more amiable: and thus, depriving the biſhop 
of the executive right of governing his dioceſs, 
T eſtabliſhed a downright Preſbyterian doctrinc. 


In conſequence of the fame error, and by a 
no leſs fatal induction, I undertook, upon the 


ſtrength of ſome ancient precedents, to juſtify 


another innovation. Under pretence that according 


to the ancient diſcipline, biſhops could be conſe- 


crated without Bulls from the Pope, I concluded 


they ſtill could be ſo, after the church had ren- 
dered the apoſtolick Mandate an indiſpenſable 


condition to canonical conſceration. 


Soon after, in oppoſition to che ſtanding law of 


the church, to the expreſs decifion of the Council 


of Trent, and even to the light of common ſenſe, 


T taught that Chriſt had annexed to Ordination the 
power of Juriſdiction as well as that of Order: an 


error that attributed to the church a conſtitution | 


incompatible with her Unity. 


Oh! how blind I was to the real conſtitution 


of that church, and to the ſacred rights of her 
viſible Head! I refuſed to the ſucceſſor of St. 


Peter that ſupremacy of Juriſdiction, that he 
holds from J. C. and that has been ever and 


always allowed him by the church. That ſupre- 
macy I reduced to a mere right of precedency : 


and, the indiſpenſable neceſſity of living in com- 


munion with the holy ſee, to the vain formality 
of writing a letter. I criticiſed the briefs and 
deciſions of the ſovereign Pontiff; attributing 
the acceptation of them by all the biſhops, to a 


Want 


. ' 
; 
| 
ö 


GIS ] 
want of examination and of liberty, to motives of 
intereſt or policy, to the undue and tyrannical 
influence of Courts. In ſhort, my object was to 
deſtroy the authority of the church diſperſed ; 


thus accumulating errors upon errors, 10 apolo- 
gize for my conduct. 


J paſs over in filence a work written in the 
fame ſtrain, entitled, © The Antidote,” to ſpeak of 
another much more criminal publication. T 
mean © The Letter of a Philoſopher to a Biſhop.” 
Here I aſſumed the name of a philoſopher, in 
order to give a freer looſe to the reſentment I en- 
tertained, occaſioned by a letter of Dr. Pagel, the 
lawful biſhop of Geneva. My pen flowed with 
vinegar and gall : I anſwered reaſons with ſatire, 
and the weight of authority, with irony. I did 
my beſt, to varniſh over with ridicule, that 
venerable prelate and his clergy. I called in 
Calumny to my aſſiſtance, repreſenting thoſe 
zealous paſtors, who night and day were expoſ- 
ing their lives, to preſerve for their flocks the 
_ depoſit of faith, as men ſunk in ignorance, and 
actuated by fanaticiſm. I paid no regard to any 
thing : urged on by that unfortunate paſſion, 
which St. John calls % pride of life, I ſacrificed 
| thereto the honour and dignity of individuals, the 
prerogatives of the church; in ſhort, my own 
ſalvation, and that of my countrymen. 

In this deplorable ſituation, I looked round me, 
on all ſides, for wretches diſpoſed to become my 
abettors, by joining me in rebellion againſt the 
church. I therefore impoſed hands without diſ- 

tinction. 
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tinction. Ignorance, immorality, infamy of cha- 
racter, all was welcome: and, if I did not multi- 


ply my ordinations, I may thank the fewneſs of 


thoſe, who would venture to become my accom- 


plices. Strange blindneſs! I lived in hopes of 


ſurmounting thoſe obſtacles ; theſe hopes ſup- 
Ported me among the many humiliations I had to 


put up with, and inſpired me with that fatal per- 


| ſeverance, that had like to have ſhut me out for 
ever from the road to ſalvation. 


But the time was come for all illuſion to vaniſh. 
A number of true miniſters of Chriſt had ſealed 


with their blood the confeſſion of their faith: the 


reſt were either in dungeons or in baniſhment. 


All over the land of France there remained only 


a mere human, a mere political church: a church 


fallen rapidly into contempt, by the corruption 
of its miniſters: a church, which, in the inten- 
tion of its authors, was to laſt only as long as was 
neceſlary, to prepare, by dint of ſcandals, the 
reign of irreligion ; and, if poſſible, to lead the 


people into downright Atheiſm. 


8 I exhibited to the public a 
ſcene the moſt mortifying to myſelf; and yet, if 


TI may be allowed to ſay it, the moſt fortunate for 
others; fince it put a period to my exertions in 
laying waſte and defolate the inheritance of the 


Lord: and, by repreſenting me as guilty of the 


Moſt odious apoſtacy, vindicated the faithful 
clergy, and muſt have opened the eyes of all ſuch, 
as, by my conduct and writings, I had miſled. 


8 Nine 
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Nine months had elapſed ſince my inſtallation, 
when impiety thought ſhe might unmaſk all her 
projects. Reckoning up her ſucceſſes, ſhe per- 
ſuaded herſelf that the time for buſh-fighting 
was now over: that, now become the arbi- 
treſs of public opinion, ſhe might boldly draw 
up in the open field: that the religion of J. C. 
muſt vaniſh in the meridian luſtre of philoſophick 
light, and, under the name of Reaſon, no other 
guides be left to man, but the paſſions of his own 
corrupt nature: and thus it was, that after eighteen 
centuries of graces and bleſſings, of divine lights 
and communications, ungrateful, unbelieving 
men, blind to their own dignity, and delivered 
over to the vileneſs of their own defires, undertook 
to degrade the human ſpecies, by bringing down 
mankind to their own level. 5}: 

Oh! how peculiarly wretched was my caſe, to 
feel all the horror, all the anguiſh I do, for ſuch 
infernal deſigns, and yet to have the reproach 
to make myſelf, of contributing all I did to 
enſure their ſucceſs! Firſt, an order was iſſued 
for all prieſts to renounce all their functions. 
This order, which palſied my miniſtry, I ought, 
even under the dominion of my errors, to have 
conſidered as a mortal blow given to religion and 
conſciencc, and to have refuſed compliance: but 
an 1mperious voice thundered within me, that J 
had no right to reſiſt che power that had raiſed 
me. Accordingly I went to the municipality, 
and ſubſeribed the act whereby 1 renounced my 


fu nctions. 


i 
functions. My conduct was conſiſtent; but was 
only the more criminal on that account. 


Soon after appeared the deeree of the Repreſen- 
tative Albitte, requiring of all prieſts to give up 
their letters of ordination, to abdicate the prieſt- 
hood, and, by an infamous oath, to bind them- 
ſelves to renounce what he called the Anaveries of 
the prieſthood. At firſt I ſhuddercd at the pro- 
poſal : I ftill found within me a degree of forti- 
tude, to prefer the horrors of a jail to the perpetra- 
tion of ſuch a crime, to reſiſt the promiſes that 
came there to tempt me, and to brave the menaces 
that were afterwards tried upon me. Methought 
I now touched the moment of victory: but the 
moment I touched, proved that of my defeat. 
Albitte himſelf came in perſon, and ſolicited 
me in the moſt preſſing manner: he promiſed to 
alter the form of the oath, and that he would 
require of me no more, than juſt to renounce e 
abuſes of the prieſthood. To a profeſſed infidel like 
him, no doubt, but the whole of prieſthood muſt 
have appeared abuſe. But I was willing myſelf. 
to be deceived; and, groſs as the artifice was, I 
yielded to it. O weakneſs! O ſhame! O heart- 
rending grief! I blindfolded myſelf : I tottered on 
the verge of the preeipice : I committed the hor- 
rid deed of ſigning the oath, without fo much as 
reading it. And what did that deed amount to? 
To no leſs than the figning and atteſting, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, that the prieſthood was a 
trade, grounded on impoſture; and, on that - 
: account, renouncing it for ever, 


= May 
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May I be allowed here to call the reader's at- 
tention to the blood, that was then ſtreaming all 
over France? to the terror that hung over my own 
1 unhappy country? to the aſcendancy of a tyran- 
ny, that held nothing ſacred? No: I will make 
no apology : 1 would think it an aggravation of 
1 my guilt, to attempt the ſmalleſt extenuation of 
it. | 
Then was the time for me to proteſt aloud againſt 
the audacious, the perfidious, the unjuſt impiety, 
that preſumed to riſe up againſt God and his 
anointed: the time, to brave all the horrors of 
torments and death; and to ſhed, to the laſt drop, 
all the blood in my veins, for the preſervation of 
a people ſo ſtrangely impoſed upon. This, in my 
| Paſtoral Letter, I promiſed to do: but the per- 
formance did not anſwer that preſumptuous pro- 
miſe. Inſtead of that noble reſiſtance I had 
pledged myſelf to make, I reſorted to the poor- 
eſt of all expedients: I waited for a leſs danger 
ous time to profeſs my faith: and the cries of my 
conſcience could extort nothing from me, but 
that feeble retractation, which I addreſſed to the 
Repreſentative of che people. 


And, as if I dreaded the conſequence of ſo 
daſtardly, ſo inadequate a proteſt, I determined | 
to go the next day, and take an airing publickly 

along with Albitte, that man, the terror of 

Savoy ; that mortal enemy to religion, who had 


profaned the temples, demoliſhed the altars, and 


deſtroyed to the laſt traces of divine worſhip. 
Vanquiſhed by Impiety, I ſubmitted to grace his 
umphal 


. 


triumphal car. The news of my apoſtacy was 
ſoon blazed about; and the biſhop of Mont-Blanc 
vaniſhed at the voice that had given him exiſt- 


cnc. 


Confounded at all theſe humiliating ſcenes, and 
goaded by the defire of wiping off the ſtain that 
reſted on my character, I bethought myſelf of 
dedicating to the patriots a work I had compoſed, 
entitled © Morals.” In this pamphlet I introduc- 
ed a Philoſopher, a Patriot and a Neutral Obſerv- 
er, emulouſly deſcanting on this intereſting ſub- 
ject: I put in their mouths an encomium on the 
' goſpel and religion of J. C. I pictured out in ſoft 
colours the influence of the ſacred miniftry on 
the happineſs of fociety : and ſuch was my blind- 
nels, as to imagine, that, by this expedient, 1 
fulfilled every thing that religion, the church. 
and the piety of the faithful required of me; not 
conſidering, that, by tacking to my fignature the 
Words, late biſhop of Mont-Blanc, J again freely, 
and of myſelf, ſubſcribed my own ſhame and diſ- 
graced the rehgion, of which I had undertaken 
to write the panegyrick. 


| Mortifying as che picture! is I have now 3 . 
there are ſtill ſome ſtrokes wanting to it, which 
cven at this day aſtoniſh myſelf. Yes, for one 

and twenty whole months, I could find in my 

heart to live in this horrible ſtate, foſtering with- 
in me the criminal hope, that, by ſome lucky 
turn of affairs, T might be reſtored to the exerciſe 
of my miniſtry : I could find in my heart to cele- 
brate almoft every day our moſt awtul myſteries; 
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relying, as I raſhly did, on a pretended regula- 
rity of conduct: and, with a view of ſecuring 
to myſelf as many reſources as I could, on the 
one hand, I wrote to his holineſs, to be re-admit- 
ted into favour, and, on the other, I kept up 
ſchiſmatical correſpondences ; I ſent retractations 
to Rome, that were found inſufficient, and figned 
at the ſame lime, the encyelical letter of ſome 
conſtitutional biſhops of France. 


Great God! God of all bounty and all merey ! 
Oh | how can I ever ſu.nctently praiſe your pati- 
ence and charity | It is yon, who, notwithſtand- 
ing all my perfidies and ingraiitudes, came firſt 
to my relief with all the treaſures of your grace: 
It is yourſelf, who inſpired that zealous miniſter, 
who prevailed on me to quit the theatre of my 
ſcandals, and to retire to a place more favo urable 
to ſerious thought: Yourſelf, who diſpelled all my 
illuſions, who enlightened my underſtanding, who 
gave me the courage to confeſs the errors, that 
have brought ſhame and forrow on this hoary 
head. Vouchſafe to crown all the graces, with 
which you have favoured me: hear the prayer I 
now humbly prefer ; and, for the honour of your 
holy name, receive and bleſs, render uſeful. 
and falutary this publick profeſſion of my obe- 
dience to your holy church, and of my belief 
of the holy doctrines ſhe teaches in your name. 
Wichout meaning it as an apology for the ſcan- 
dals of my laſt oath, I ſolemnly declare that I 
never thought but with horror on the impious 
form I was compelled to ſubſcribe : that in the 
5 35 midſt 
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midſt of my illufions, I was penetrated with the 


molt profound reſpe& for the prieſthood ; and 


that, in the man veſted with that ſacred character, 
I conſider the envoy of ]. C. the miniſter of his 


word, and the diſpenſer of his grace. 


I believe and profeſs all the truths that are 


taught by the Cacholick, Ae and Roman 


Church. 
I particularly believe the exiſtence of a ſacred 


miniſtry eſtabliſhed by J. C. in his church: I 
believe in the authority and infallibility commu- 
nicated by him to the body of the Chief Paſtors, 


whereof the Pope is the Head, to teach, rule and 


govern in order to ſalvation; and in the abſolute 
independence of the ſpiritual power he has en- 
| truſted | to the church for the ſanctification of 
ſouls. 


1 believe in chis hierarchy of the ſed miniſ⸗ 


try, as being divinely eſtabliſned, and compoſed 
of biſhops, prieſts and other miniſters: in the 
ſupremacy of honour and juriſdiction, where- 
with J. C. inveſted the firſt of his apoſtles and 
his ſucceſſors: in the ſuperiority of biſhops over 


prieſts and other miniſters: in the neceſſity of 


canonical ordination, and of miſſion given by the 
church, for the lawful exerciſe of the miniſtry ; 
and the validity of the acts of juriſdiction: in 
Thort, ] believe the validity of religious vows. 


I believe and profeſs, that the church of Chriſt 
is one and apoſtolick in her miniſtry as well as in 


her doctrine: chat, to live within her pale, out of 
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which there is no ſalvation, it is neceſſary to be- 

lieve all the truths of faith, which ſhe teaches 

ſince the days of the apoſtles, and to remain in 

communion with her paſtors, whom miſſion has 

placed in the chain of lawful ſucceſſion. 

In conſequence of the truths I have now pro- 

feſſed, from the fulleſt conviction, and in obedi- 
ence to the ſovereign Pontiff, I retract che unfor- 
tunate cath of Liberty and Equality, which I took 
in the pariſh church of St. Peter's of Albigni, 
_ purſuant to the proclamation of the 8th of 
February 1793, and repeated on the day of my 
intruſion, and at other times, in the aſſemblies 
called Popular. I deteſt thoſe abſtract, eaptious 
terms of liberty and equality, whoſe vague indefi- 
nite meaning rendered them fit for all the purpoſes 
of innovators. I acknowledge that, in the mean- 
ing determined by the proclamation of the 8th of 
February, theſe words tended evidently to the 
ſuppreſſion of biſhopricks, and the eſtabliſhment 
of a new dioceſs by the ſecular power. In ſhort, 
'I renounce all the errors contained in the civil 
conflitution of the Clergy, and expreſsly abjure 
them; ſubmitting, from my heart, to the judg- 
ment paſſed by the ſovereign Pontiff againſt that 
conſtitution: as alfo, to all other judgments, 
iſſuing from the Holy See, particularly the con- 
demnation of Baius, Janſenius, and Dueſnel. 

I acknowledge that, having ſeparated from my 
own biſhop and 8 the ſovereign Pontiff, the 
pretended church of Savoy, at the head of which 


1 was placed, was a novel and ſchiſmaiica] church: 


chat 
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that having no miſſion from the ſovereign Pontiff, 
who, at preſent, has the exclufve right of giving 
it to biſhops, I received nothing by my conſecra- 
tion but a dead character, imprinted by ſacrilege ; 
and that the pretended confirmation I obtained 

from the con/titutional metropolitan could confer on 
me no ſpiritual powers; and was, on my part, only 
a folemn avowal of my ſchiſm: that all the diſ- 
penſations I granted were null and void: that out 


of the pariſh, to which I had been eanonically 


appointed, I was not the lawful paſtor of the 
parties that married in my preſence : that, except _ 
at the hour of death, the abſolutions I gave were 
of no avail: that the ordinances and inſtructions 
I addrefled to the people, were entitled only to 
public contempt and indignation : that I had no 
power of giving miſſion to any prieſt : and that 
| thoſe I ordained received nothing at my hands, 


but a bare, lifeleſs barer, equally fatal 0 them- . 
| and to me. 


I retract, to all intents and MET AT the appro- 
bation I gave to the encychical letter of ſome con- 
{titutional biſhops of France, addreſſed to their 
brother biſhops, and dated Paris, the 22d of March, 
1795- 


J retract, in like manner, all the ire 
tioned publications, of which I am the author. 
_ condemn them as contrary to the truths I have ju An 
no profeſſed; being reſolved for the future to 


have no other rule of my belict, but the faith of 
the chur ch. 


I re- 


4 
renounce the pretended biſhoprick of Mort- 


Blanc. I reſign the pariſh of St. Peter's of Albigni 


into the hands of the reverend adminiſtrators of 
the dioceſs of Chamberi: and reducing myſelf to 
the ſtate of a penitent, I beg pardon of the holy 
religion of ]. C. that I have diſhonoured ; of the 
church, againſt which I have baſely revolted ; 
of the ſovereign Pontiff, whoſe authority I . 


ſet at nought; of the prelates of Savoy, whoſe 


juriſdiction 1 have uſurped of | my lawful Sove- 
vereign, whoſe paternal government I have flan- 


dered; of the prieſts, whom I have ordained or 
ſeduced; of the patriots in ſhort, whoſe errors 
and detiriain I have rendered perpetual. 


0 Holy Church! whoſe unity I have broken, 


whoſe doctrine J have contemned, whoſe authority 


I have defied: Apgſtolict Church! ſole depoſitary 


of the ſacred miniſtry, and from which nobody 


can ſeparate, without forfeiting his falvation : 


Caibolick Church! whoſe very name is a ſentence 


that anathematizes the conſtitutional church of 


France: Roman Church! the ſeat of St. Peter- 
Whoſe ſupremacy of honour and juriſdiction you 


poſſeſs in his ſucceſſors: Parent Church! the 
mother and miſtreſs of all other churches, the 


guardian of faith, and centre indefectible of Chriſ- 
tian unity : Church of F. C.“ the viſible, the 


ſtanding miracle of his power and his love; the 


keeper of that heavenly doctrine, that has tri- 
umphed over hell, confounded human wiſdom. 


and ſubdued the world. receive the wretch, who 
ſeparated 


„ | 
ſeparated from you with ſo ſcandalous an eclat. 
May the repentance, that now brings me back to 
your boſom, become more public, if poflible, 
than the errors that cauſed my ſeparation ; that 
the faithful, informed of my converſion, and 
moved by my tears, may cover my unworthineſs 
with their powerful prayers, and obtain for me of 
the Father of Mercy, that he do vouchſafe to ratify 
in Heaven the ſentence of reconciliation which I 
ſolicit upon earth, and expect, with all ſubmiſſion. 
to the laws and deciſions of that Church, in 
which I am reſolved to live and die. 


FRANCISs-TrRTSsAa PANISSET, 


Fram the Place of my Retirement, 
this 22d of February 1796. 
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